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Ten or fifteen years ago the longest and best of these
wools were regularly spun to 130s worsted counts and
small quantities would be formed which would make
1/1608. That is to say, it was sometimes possible to
make a yarn of which fifty-one miles weighed one pound.
Apparently it did not pay to maintain flocks at such a
pitch of perfection, and of late years the quantity of
extra-super wool has steadily diminished until at the
present day such material is practically non-existent.
There appear to be very few flocks which have main-
tained the spinning quality of their wool at the level
which held good in 1900, but this fact seems also to
be true of most parts of Australia. No other colony
can produce wool to beat that which comes from Port
Philip and it is still used for all classes of fine Cashmere
and Italian cloths, and for the finest worsted coatings.
The shorter wools and lambs are used for the best West
of England super woollens, billiard cloths, etc.
Port Philip Cross-bred wool from the same colony
is grown from the same merino sheep crossed with Leices-
ters. They yield a medium quality fleece from 40S-54S
quality with a round, sound fibre and good spinning
quality. It is combed for use in all classes of cross-
bred worsted yarns up to 56s, for which its bright, clear
appearance makes it particularly suitable.
Port Philip Leicester sheep of pure breed are also
grown, and they produce wool which, on account of the
climate, is long and supple if less lustrous than that
grown in the home country. The wool is nearly all
prepared and combed. It is classed with the cross-
breds and used for yarns from 30s to 44s, both single
and twofold.
Sydney Merino is grown in the colony to the north ot
Port Philip, and being nearer to the equator the climate